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Software Copyright 

Copyright (C) i989J Walters Software Co . All 
ri ghts reserved. The enciosed software program 
is protected by United States copyr ight law. It is 
against the law to copy any port ion of the 
software on disk, tape, or any other medium . 
vVa l ters Software Co., wi l l seek fu ll lega l 
recourse against violators. 

Walters Software Co, 
Rd# 4 Box 289-A 
Titusville, Pa 
Phone 814-827-3776 

Storage Medium Warranty 

Walters Software warrants to the purchaser of , 
th i s p rod u ct ,th at th e st or a g e m e d i u m i s fr e e 
from defecti ve materials and workmansh ip, If 
the original storage medium (disk/D .D.P.) falls 
to function properly, within a (90) day per iod 
from the date you receive it, ft will be repaired 
or replaced (at our descretion) if returned to the 
address above . If after the (90) day per iod we 
r equire a $5.00 shipping charge. Walters 
Software Co. specifically disc laims al l other 
warrantiesJ expressed or impliedJ includingJ but 
not limited to implied warrant i es of 
merchantability and fitness for a particular 

urpose. In no event will Walters Software Co. _ 
e liable to you for any inc i denta l or 

consequential damages arising out of your use 
or inability to use this program . 
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Introduction 

. 

Formatter was written to format disks and 
verify them completely. The user has the option 
to format one or two disksj (with two d lok 
dr ive s), at the same timeJ a read verify can be 
done automatically after the format. Three ver ify 
options are included) read, write, and both (read 
and wr ite). The read is all you need to perform 
on a disk if you plan to copy another disk of the 
same size to the freshly formatted one. If yo L1 

don 1 t tt-ien a both -verify should be done to 
in sure that the disk is formatted correctly , If the 
disk is not checked and a block is not formatted 
correctly, than when you start writing to the disk 
you wil l get errors and could loose valuab le 
d at a . F o r m at t e r i s w r i t t e n i n i O O 0/o Z 8 0 
machine code. It is coleco smartkey driven and 
uses dialog boxes for rr1essages. Screen colors 
c an b e o n e o ·f f i v e d i ff e r e n t c of o r s , a s y s t e m 
status lets you know how many disk drives are 
on l ine and the amount of ram contained in vour ., 

ADAM computer. Formatter automatica l!y 
checks the size of your disk drives and form ats 
them correctly. Walters Software Co. than k.s 
you for purchasing Formatter and hope you 
find it very useful for keeping your disks in top 
sh ape. 

Program Design and Manual 

James N. Walters 
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System Requ i rem en ts 

A standard ADAM computer system, (R 80)J and 
one or two disk drives. 

Getting Started 
• ' 

i. Turn on your ADAM computer accessories, 
(disk drives, TV, monitor, printer ect.). 

2. Turn on your ADAM computer. 

3. Check to be sure everything is OK. 

4. Insert the Formatter disk into one of your 
disk drives. 

5. Pull the computer reset switch toward you, 

6. In a few moments the Copyright screen 
should appear, 

7. In a few seconds the Option Screen should 
appear, if not refer to the trouble shooting 
section of this manual. . 

8. If the Option screen appeared on your TV or 
monitor, then you are ready to begin. 

System Status 

1. Push smartkey (I) to check your system 
status. This screen will display the number of 
disk drives that are ready to be used by your 
ADAM computer. The System Size will also be 
displayed, this is the total ram size connected to 

• your ADAM computer; a 336K size refiects a 
80K standard ADAM with a 256K expander 
ins tal I ed. 

2. Push smart key (VI) or the (WP) key to 
return to the Option Menu. 
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Disk Status 

Push smart key (II) to bring up the disk status 
menu. You have two options, (I nit Disk) or 
(Read Disk). I nit disk will initialize a i60K or 
32·0K 5 1/4" disk or a 720K 3 i/2" disk, Volume 
names can be 11 characters long, with up to 8 
catalogs. 

i. Select the drive by pushing smart key (IV) for 
drive i or smart key (V) for drive 2, Smart key 
(VI) will return you to the previous menu. The 
(Escape) key will return you to the Option 
Menu. 
2. After selecting the drive, type tn your volume 
name, up to 11 characters, then push smart key 
(VI) to enter the name. 
3. Type in the number of catalogs, up to 8, that 
you want on the disk. Push smart key (VI) to 
enter the number of catalogs. 
4. A dialog box will appear with this message. 
Caution, This will destroy all data on this disk. 
Pus r1 smart key ( V) to initialize the disk. Push 
smart key (VI) to return to the previous menu, 
or (Escape) to abort. 
5, ff you pushed smartkey (V) you may now 
initialize another disk with the same volume 
name and catalogs by pushing smart key (IV) . 
Push smart key (V) to return to the Status 
menu, or (VI) to exit to the Option Menu. 

Read Disk 

,. Push smart key (V) from the Status Menu to 
read the status of a disk. 
2. Sel-ect the drive by pushing smart key (IV) for 
d r i v e , J or s m ar t k e y ( V ) for d r l v e 2 . 
3. The drive number (1 or 2)J Volume name, 
amourit of catalogs, arid the disk siz e, (i60J 
320) 720); will be disp layed on the scree n. 
4. Push smart key (IV) to read anoth er dis kJ 
push smart key (V) to return to the status 
menuJ or smart key (VI) to exit to the Option 
Menu. 
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Verify Disk 
. 

1, Push smart key (Ill) from the option menu to 
verify a disk. ,. 
2, You have 3 options, (Read, WriteJ or Read 
and Write), The Read option wilf read and check 
each read check sum from a disk. The Write 
opyion will write and check each write check 
sum, this option will destroy all data on a disk 
except blocks O and iJ which are save and 
wri tten back after the verify. The Both option 
will read and wrrte, checking both the read and 
write check sums making sure the disk is 
formatted correct! y. 
3. vVhich option to use? Use the Read option if 
you plan to copy another disk completfy to the 
one to be verified. The Write option is good for 
erasing everything from a disk, right after an 
initialize. The both option should be used if the 
disk is going to be used as a data disk. This will 
make sure your disk is in good shape before 
trying to read files from, or write files to the 1 

disk, The Both option should also be use when 
you plan to copy only part of another disk to 
the one to b-e verified, 
4. Push smart key (Ill) to select the read verify. 
Select the drive by pushing smart key (IV) for 
drive i, or smart key (V) for drive 2. Selecting a 
drive will start Formatter 11 verifying the disk. 
5. Push smart key (VI) to abort the verify. 
6. If the verify was compieted without errors or 
aborted, push smart key (IV) to do another 
verify with the same drive, be sure to change 
the disk in the drive before pushing the smart 
key. Push smart key (V) to return to the 
previous menu; or the (Escape) key to exit to 
the Option Menu, 
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Write and Both Options 

The instruc tions for Write and Both \l er if v ar e 
; 

the same as Read Ver ify) so we wrll not repe at 
th e in s tr u c ti on s. 

l Ver:fy Errors 

u Whenever Formatter encounters a ve ri f v err or 
.,/ 

a dialog box wil l appear on the scree n with this 
me ssage, ·ERROR• in Ver ifying. Thi s me ans 
that the disk you are trying to verify has a chec~, 
su m that the drive could not read . I wou ld not 
recommend that you continue with the ver i f~,) 
un less you want to see if there are more errors 
on th e disk , Push Smart key (IV) to cont in ue 
ver ifyingJ ( vvith the next block) . Push Smart key 
(V ) to retry the block that has the error . Push 
smar ·t key ( VI) to abort the ver if y. I wo ul d 
re com men d that you try reformatting tYie disk 
and then verify i t again. If you sti ll get er rors 
when ver i fying, I would return the disk to i tJs 
mar1ufacturer for replacement) or dispose of it. 

Format Disk 

Push smart key (I V) from the Option ~1en L1 to 
format disk(s) , 

Ch an ge Def au It 

i. PL1sh Smar t key to change the volL1me name 
and catalog nL1 mber default. This is the volum e 
name and the amount of catalogs that vv i ll be 
written to the disk . The default vo lume name is 
Walters -and the catalog amount is 2. Type in 
yo ur volume name and push smart key (\:1 1). 
Type in the amount of catalogs J up to 8 and 
p u sh s m art k e y ( V f ) . 
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2. Push sm art key (IV) to enter your vo lume 
name. arid catalog amount. Th is will now be pwt 
on each disk that is formatted, Push Smart key 
(V) to reenter, (change the volume name and or 
catalog amount). Push smart key (Vf) to return 
to the Format Menu, Push (Escape) to exit to 
the Option Menu. 

I 

Format Disk(s) 

i . Se lect to format disk(s) in one drive or two, 
pus h smart key ( IV) for one dr ive, push smart 
key (V) for two drives. 
2 . I f you selected one drive; you must now 
se lect whi ch drive , Push smart key ( IV) for 
drive iJ push smart key (V) for drive 2. 
3. Push smart key (V) to read verify after 
format. PL1sh smart key (VI) not to verify after 
format. 

Format Complete 

4. Push smart key (IV) to format an 0th er; same 
dr i ve . Remember to change disks before 
pushi ng th e smart key. Push smart key (V) to 
retu rn to the Previous Menu. Push smart key 
(VI) or (Escape) to exit to the Option Menu . 

Verify Errors 

1. Push smart key (llr) to continue verifying the 
next bloc k. _Push smart key (IV) to retry the 
b lock with the error . Push smart key ( V) to 
at) ort ver i fy ing the disk with the erro r. Pu sh 
sn,art ke y' (VI) to abort both ver if ies and return 
to the forrr1 at menu . Push the (Escape) to exit to 
the Op tion ~1 enu . 
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Screen Colors 

i. Push smart key (V) from the Option Menu to 
select a different screen color. 
2. The color above the smart key Is the color 
the screen will change to if the smart key belo'vv 
is pushed. When satisfied with the co lor push 
smart key (l)J to return to the Option tv1enu. The 
(Escape) key will also exit to the Option tv1enu . 

Exit Formatter 

1. Push smart key (VI) to exit Formatter . 
2. Push ·smart key (IV) to do a EOS start, this 
will leave the new Operating System in memory 
and boot from the default driveJ if the drives 
don't contain a disk/ d.d,p the Adam wi ll boot 
SmartvVRITER. You can use anv vValte r s ., 

Softv1are program that uses the new operating 
systernJ like AutoBackup and PrBOOT. Thi s 
eli minates the need to boot SmartDSK I l l first. 

• • 

a l so any program that conta i ns i t )s ovvn 
operating system like The Print Wo r ksJ 
SmartBASIC 2, ect, can use this ootion. 

I 

3. Push smart key (V) to boot SrnartWR lTER . 
4. Push smart key (VI) to return to Form atter , 
5. When you are not sure of a program; inse rt 
the media and pull the computer reset switch. 

' 

Dr ive Error 

Th is message will appear when your Adam has 
trouble reading or writing a block to a dis~,. 

Escape key 

The escape key can be used almost anywhere 
to return to the Option Menu, ~ 
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Trouble ~;hooti r1q 
\.., 

If your disk fails to boot, remove the Formatter 
media and check to see if the drive's power supply 
is plugged in and the drive is turned on. Next try to· 
boot your SmartBASIC from the same drive, if it 
boots OK; then the Formatter disk is faulty. If your 
disk r1e eds repairing refer to the (Storage Media 
Warr· er, ty), for rr1 ore i r1 for rn ati or,. 

Do not write tc) tt1e Forn1atter 

If vo1-.1 \rvr i te to the Formatter ., 
tr1 e cJi f3~\ to fail. 

disk. 'I O LJ COLI Id cause 
,I 
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Walters Software Co. maonetically encodes an I.D. 
number to each disk/d.d.p. This number is also on the 
disk/ d. d. p. I abel. l t is al so used for warranty purposes. 
Please include your I.D. number when sending in your 
warranty card. If you have sent in your warranty card 
with the correct I.D. numberJ and i f an upgrade 
becomes available you may upgrade your software 
\AJ i th o u t s e n di n g b a c k th e di s k / d . d . p . C a 11 f o r m o r e 
information. All mail inquires please include a 
se!f-addressedJ stamped envelope. 

Th i s media is copy protectedJ please do not try to 
copy ·the complete media. Deleting and wr iting files to 
t h i s rned i a will r1ot cause any prob l ems if done 
correctly. 

Backup Copies 

We understand your concerns about disk/d.d.p. 
damage or failureJ besause of this, each registered 
owner may purchase one backup copy for $7.50. To 
purchase a backup copyJ send $7 .50 with your 
warrenty card to Walters Software Co. 

Walters Software Co. 
Rd#4 Box 289-A 
TltusvilleJ Pa 16354 

Please fill out and return 
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